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14th Annual Gulf Coast Trauma Symposium  

 
Day 2 – Thursday, March 2 7, 2025 

 

Plenary Session (Jon Simmons MD NRP, moderator) 

7:00 am  Registration 

8:00 am Mannitol vs Hypertonic Saline use in EMS – Larry Lee, MD 

8:30 am Burn Panel – Victoria Miles, MD, Kevin Slaughter, MD, Ryan Deci, MD 

9:00 am Starting a Prehospital Blood Program – 
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14th Annual Gulf Coast Trauma Symposium  

 
Day 3 – Friday, March 28, 2025  

Course times TBD  
 

Advance Burn Life Support (ABLS)    Burn Care Providers from USA Health and Ochsner LSU Health  

ABLS is an 8-hour course designed by the American Burn Association as a premier educational resource for the emergency 
care of burn injuries. The Advanced Burn Life Support (ABLS) program provides knowledge for immediate care of the burn 
patient up to the first 24 hours post-injury.  Following a series of lectures, case studies are presented for group discussions. An 
opportunity to work with a simulated burn patient to reinforce the assessment, stabilization, and the American Burn Association 
transfer criteria to a Burn Center will be provided. The ABLS program also supports emergency and mass casualty 
preparedness focusing on triage, burn survivability, patient transportation, and patient treatment. ABLS is relevant to a wide 
range of professionals who treat individuals with burn injuries including first responders, nurses, nurse practitioners, physician 
assistants, and physicians. Testing consists of a written exam and a practical assessment.  Upon successful completion, all 
providers will receive a certificate of completion.  Physicians and nurses are also eligible for continuing education credit.   
 

Rural Trauma Team Development Course (RTTDC)  Dr. Duncan Donald, Dr. Ryan Deci, and Dr. Larry Lee  

RTTDC is a one-day course and has been developed to improve the quality of care in rural communities by developing a 
timely, organized, and systemic response to the care of the trauma patient. The course emphasizes a team approach to 
address common problems in the initial assessment and stabilization of the injured.  In this course, participants will learn how 
to:  

• Organize a rural trauma team with defined roles and responsibilities for the members 
• Prepare a rural facility for the appropriate care of the injured patient Identify local resources and limitations 
• Assess and resuscitate a trauma patient Initiate the transfer process early 
• Establish a performance improvement process 
• Encourage effective communication 
• Define the relationship between the rural trauma facility and the regional trauma system 

Testing consists of a pre- and a post- course exam.  Physicians and Registered Nurses receive 8 hours of continuing 
education credits upon completion of the course. 
 
Trauma Evaluation and Management (TEAM)  Dr. Jon Simmons, Dr. Chris Kinnard, and Dr. Walker Plash  

The TEAM course offered by the American College of Surgeons Committee on Trauma (ACS COT) is an introductory course 
for medical providers with limited experience or knowledge that focuses on the initial management of trauma patients. The 
fundamental principles of trauma care included in this course 
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